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one’ of the 190th Fighter Squadron, 
13 October 1946.  In a short while, 
the main sign-up of men was 
complete, and the Squadron 
increased to sixty-seven--23 officers 
and 44 enlisted--all of whom had 
served in the War.   

LANPHIER 
CONTINUED 

 

 

New 190th members knew they 
would have Gowen Field as a home, 
and they knew they would fly and 
maintain a squadron of P-51 
Mustangs.  But equally important, 
they knew they would remain based 
at Gowen Field and be ‘shipped out’ 
only as a unit, and then only in cases 
of serious national emergencies.  
Their ultimate mission was to ensure 
the pilots and aircraft were combat 
ready.  Therefore, first priority was 
recruiting and retaining enough 
officers and men to operate a 
squadron-sized fighter unit, about 
250 personnel.   
 

The full-time personnel worked 
under a civil service system and 
were “…air technicians that operate 
the squadron daily, making it 
possible for the unit to conduct its 
training function.  They are the 
airplane mechanics, the radiomen, 
the weather men, the instrument 
trainer men, the propeller and 
instrument repairmen, the parachute 
riggers, and others who must be 
constantly employed to keep the 
equipment in flying condition.”  The 
majority of these people had served 
in World War II, and within two 
years after its formation, the 190th 
had 314 members--57 officers and 
257 enlisted men.   
 

Many were interviewed and signed 
up downtown at the reserve facility, 
better known as Boise Barracks.  
But they didn't hold their training 
meetings there, as Fitzgerald 
discusses, “We were interviewed 
down there at Boise Barracks and 
the Air Advisor was there, too, to 
make sure they were getting Air 
Force people, and so forth.  And we 
were sworn in down there, but I 
don’t remember having meetings  

       (Con’t on page 9) 

 
Lanphier, Holmes and Barber 
shortly after the mission14 
 

Shortly after the war, Margaret 
Ailshie, owner of The Statesman, 
enticed the Stanford University 
journalism graduate to try his hand at 
editing and writing editorials.  He also 
became the editor for the Boise 
Capital News as well as a special 
assistant to the chairman of the 
National Security Resource Board 15 16   
 

After WWII, the military was 
downsized and the nation began to 
form and rely on reserve components 
to fill in the gaps.  In 1946, Idaho 
Adjutant General Harry Abendroff 
asked Lieutenant Colonel Tom 
Lanphier to organize an Air National 
Guard unit for the state of Idaho.   
 

Special Order No 86, dated 15 August 
1946 made it official, “…Thomas G. 
Lanphier, Jr., XXXXXXX, is 
appointed Lieutenant Colonel, Idaho 
National Guard, and is assigned for 
duty as Commanding Officer, 190th 
Fighter Squadron, SE, with station at 
Boise, Idaho, effective 13 August 
1946… W.H. Abendroth, Brig. 
General, The Adjutant General - 
Idaho” 
 

“In November 1946 the fledgling 190th 
Fighter Squadron received its first of 
25 P-51D Mustangs...Lanphier put out 
a call for members for a new flying 
squadron.  With the war barely one 
year over, there should be plenty of 
experienced men to form a new unit.  
Lanphier was an active recruiter, and 
quickly began contacting the Boise 
and surrounding communities.”17  
Lanphier’s influence and community 
contacts were of great benefit to the 

new unit.  “Lanphier’s reputation and 
personality were such that he ‘opened 
doors’ that no one else in the unit could 
do.’”18 
 

“Lanphier’s call was answered, and 37 
charter members were sworn in on ‘day 
one’ of the 190th Fighter Squadron, 13 
October 1946.”19 
 

“Lanphier said, ‘Our initial mission after 
we got P-51s was to acquaint the people of 
Idaho that there was such a thing as the Air 
National Guard.  We flew to every little 
airport in the valley and put on our shows 
and displays to gain enlistments and build 
our strength.’”20 
 

Lanphier even recruited a young Bernie 
Fisher who went on to receive the Medal of 
Honor for actions in Vietnam.  Laphier told 
Fisher, “Sign up and I’ll take you with me 
to the airshow in Pocatello.”  Bernie 
“signed up on the spot.”21 
 

During this time, Lanphier continued 
working with the Air Force Association 
and traveled frequently to Washington 
D.C.  “One Friday, he checked out a P-51 
and flew it to D.C.  He was so engrossed in 
his project that he took a commercial flight 
home, forgetting that his P-51 was parked 
in Washington.  We had to send someone 
to fly it back to Boise.” 22 

 
Thomas 

Lanphier 
piloting a 
P-51 at 

Gowen 
Field 
 

 “The 
change of command to our next 
commander was quite abrupt--occurring at 
the Moses Lake summer camp--as a result 
of Lanphier's attraction to and recruitment 
by larger interests.  And that's where he 
turned the reins over to Jim Trail, and went 
back to Convair to fly an F-86 against the 
B-36.”23   
 

Lanphier also served as the AFA President, 
in fact, the first elected President, from 
1947-1948.24  “Lanphier left Boise in 1949 
as an advisor to Stuart Symington, who 
was chairman of the National Security 
Resources Board.”25  He was promoted to 
colonel in the Air Force Reserves in 195026 
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and moved to San Diego in 1951 to 
become vice president of the 
Convair Division of General 
Dynamics.  He remained in that 
position until the early 1960s at 
which time he started a consulting 

business.27   

 190th CONTINUED Dave Johnson 

 

 

Thomas 
Lanphier at 

Falcon 
Field, Mesa 
AZ which 
was then 
home to 

the Fighter 
Aces Museum28 
 

In an interview in 1976, Lanphier 
recorded, “You are not proud of 
having killed a man, but after all he 
was leading the war against us.  
Eliminating him had a great effect in 
our favor.”29 
 

Thomas G. Lanphier, Jr., died after a 
yearlong battle with cancer on 
November 26, 1987, one day before 
his seventy-second birthday.  “He 
was survived by his wife, Phyllis of 
San Diego, and their children, 
Patricia Mix of San Diego, Judith 
Strada of San Diego, Janet Lanphier 
of New York, Kathleen Lanphier of 
San Francisco and Phyllis Lanphier 
of San Diego.”30  He was buried in 
Arlington National Cemetery.  At 
the time of his death, he was 
working on a book about the 
Yamamoto mission.  His widow 
Phyllis later wrote, “Being a 
member of the Idaho Air National 
Guard was one of his proudest 
achievements.”31  
 

Lanphier flew a total of 112 combat 
missions and is credited with 5 ½ 
aerial victories.  Along with the 
Navy Cross, he was also awarded 
the Silver Star with one Oak Leaf 
Cluster (OLC), the Distinguished 
Flying Cross with one OLC and the 
Air Medal with 5 OLCs.32 33   
-------------------------------------------- 
Editors Note: Special thanks to Bill 
Miller, Dale Hendry and Dick 
Tobiason who contributed to this 
story.   

 
 

Pictured here are 26 of the 37 
charter members of the 190th FS 

The others are those who 
clothe, feed, house the 
pilots and keep the 
weapon in such shape 
that it can be operated.  It 
takes roughly seven men 

on the ground for every pilot.” 
 

Pilots as well as support personnel were 
needed.  Without the benefit of the draft to 
help fill their ranks, National Guard units 
had to conduct their own recruiting 
programs.   

  
down there--all our meetings were out 
in the hangar.”  Holly Moore 
remembers “…. the first meeting, it 
was advertised in the paper.”  And the 
commander, Tom Lanphier, was there 
along with Bill Bozman, who “…tells 
who he is, and then we introduced 
ourselves and told him what we did.  
He said, ‘Well, we’re going to need 
someone like you,’ and ‘what’s your 
experience?’  I told him all, and he 
basically said, ‘You’re hired.’  I asked 
Boz what our longevity would be, and 
he said, ‘Well, I really don’t know.’  It 
turned out to be pretty good!” 

Dale Hendry came to the 190th “Fresh out 
of business college, and I was hired in 
1949 as a clerk-typist to replace a 
professional secretary.  There were about 
50 full-time employees when I came to 
work as an Air Technician.   

 

 

Several of our senior enlisted 
personnel were also commissioned 
officers in the reserve.  Our first 
Sergeant, Bill Bozman, was a former 
B-26 pilot who returned to his 
commissioned status when the unit 
was mobilized for the Korean War. 

 
Bill Bozman 
 
Lanphier later 
credited several 
members with 
being especially 
helpful in staffing 
and organizing the 

190th: James Trail, Bill Bozman, Bill 
Coburn, Ken Nordling, and the Air 
Advisor, Ltc McDowell.   
 

Captain Dave Johnson, Public 
Information Officer, reported in 1951 
a strength of 50 officers and 286 
enlisted men.  Johnson said “...42 are 
flying officers--the ones who operate 
the basic weapon.  

Dale Hendry 
 

As my paperwork was 
being processed, a 
cutback in funding 
eliminated several of 
the more senior 

positions, and I wasn’t too sure that I had a 
job even after I had been hired.  Without 
the support of Col. Trail, Sgt Bozman, and 
Sgt Kester, mine might have been one of 
the shortest military careers in history!”  
(Dale Hendry actually served a not-so-
short military career of 39 years, retiring as 
a Colonel, then continued service for 
another 8 as a civilian staff officer to the 
Adjutant General!)  
 

On recruiting, Fitzgerald recalls, “We used 
to go recruiting to the high schools, we’d 
use lists, go to the homes, knock on the 
doors, and say, ‘We want to talk to your 
son George,’ and we’d talk to them.  Holly 
and I took a cutaway engine down to a 
Buick showroom in one town…. the 
engine would turn, and they’d come in and 
we’d talk to possible recruits in there.  I 
remember I recruited with Holly.  
Everybody had a turn at it.” 
 

Holly Moore adds “We spoke in every high 
school from Ontario to Glenn’s Ferry…the 
war hadn’t been over too long, it was still 
fresh in everybody’s mind the guys that 
were in the War—especially the guys that 
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had really been in it—weren’t too 
eager to get back in so, several 
squadron technicians got the job of 
recruiting.  There’s two or three of 
us that got it”  “In addition to our 
other tasks!”  Fitzgerald adds.  
Didn't the squadron have recruiters?  
“No!  It was our additional job,” 
says Moore. 
 

Dale Hendry recalls when personnel 
strength “…. became a critical issue, 
we’d be down to where you weren’t 
going to survive if we didn’t have 
people, so, as Technicians working 
full time, we were given a quota, and 
they’d say ‘We're going to close the 
base down for a few days, and quit 
flying, and you guys are going to go 
out and recruit people and bring 
them back, and if you don’t bring 
them back, you don’t have a job!’”   
 

Fitzgerald noted “They had to do 
that, because if they didn’t they were 
going to lose their federal 
recognition.”  Hendry added, “See, 
in those days, there was a 
requirement that if you didn’t keep a 
certain level of strength, and a 
certain level of participation, the 
officers didn’t get paid.” 
 

Herb Brewer related, “In the old 
days when we were just a squadron, 
we knew all of the Guardsmen and 
their wives and kids by name.  It 
was very personal.” 

 

The squadron soon boasted 25 P-
51Ds and several ‘support’ aircraft 
used for initial, instrument, and 
refresher training; gunnery target-
towing; observation; and personnel 

transport.  
Martin 
Johnson 
in an Idaho 
AT-6 
Texan  

By December 1948 additional support 
and training aircraft were provided for 
the 190th including two T-6 advanced 
trainers, three Douglas B-26 light 
attack bombers (earlier called A-26), 
two C-47 transports, four L-16 and 
one L-5 light liaison aircraft.  Louis 
Jausoro remembered, “In 1948 we had 
one truck for the entire squadron.  It 
was an old olive drab pickup and I had 
it at Supply.  Then we got another 
vehicle for Operations, an old 
Plymouth sedan.” 
 

The crew chiefs and mechanics who 
formed the 190th's initial workforce 
were also WWII veterans and brought 

to the job plenty of 
knowledge and 
experience.   
 

Neal, Mike, Paul 
& Curly 

 

When new or 
inexperienced 

members were recruited, most would 
be trained on-the-job by these full-
time squadron Technicians.  Most 
were just ‘raw’ recruits. 
 

Summer camps provided Guardsmen a 
two-week period for more 
concentrated training.  The 190th was 
called to active duty during the Korean 
War, and Glass, Vail, and 440 others 
were ordered to duty, and served 21 
months--initially at Moody AFB, 
Georgia and their remaining 12 
months at George AFB California.   
--------------------------------------------- 
Editors Note:  The preceding is from a 
draft Manuscript FIRST CLASS…OR 
NOT AT ALL: The Story of the Idaho 
Air National Guard 1946 to 1975 
under development by William C. 
Miller, IMHS Member and Retired 
Colonel, Idaho Air National Guard.   

He is actively searching for members and 
former members of the Idaho Air National 
Guard to interview for this upcoming book.  
If you were a member of the Idaho Air 
National Guard during 1946-1975, he 
would like to talk to you.  You may reach 
him at (208) 853-8585.   
 

MOST WANTED 
 Docents.  Many of our 

volunteers have re-entered the 
workforce 

 

 Artifact preservation supplies 
(acid free paper and boxes) 
 

 USS Boise and USS Idaho Artifacts  
 

 116th Engineer related items from 
Vietnam 
 

 133rd Combat Engineer Bn, 183rd & 
951st Field Artillery items from WWII 
 

 Desert Storm field gear   
---------------------------------------------------------------- 
Footnotes:  A detailed listing will be included on our webpage 
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