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MORE 

IDAHOANS GET 

THE CALL  
 
On the first of April 1951, units of 
the 148th Field Artillery Battalion 
{FAB} (155mm, Towed), Idaho 
Army National Guard, were notified 
that they would be mobilized for 
Active Federal Service effective 1 
May 1951.  The mobilization would 
be in support of the Korean Conflict 
and the duration of the call up would 
be for twenty-one (21) months.  
Upon mobilization, the units would 
proceed to Camp Carson, Colorado 
for six to eight weeks of intensive 
basic training.  (Camp Carson later 
became Fort Carson.)  
 
The “Battalion Headquarters” was 
located at Coeur d'Alene, Idaho and 
commanded by MAJ William (Bill) 
Hebert.  “Headquarters Battery”, 
commanded by CPT Ed Iddings and 
“Battery A”, commanded by CPT 
Pete Carr were also located in Coeur 

d'Alene.   
 Sgt. Merle Wilkerson, left, and 
Cpl. Earl Hall pack long-handled 
shovels as they prepare to leave 
for Camp Carson Colo., and a 
21-month tour of active duty.  
Guardsmen entered federal 
service yesterday.1 
 
“Battery B” was located in Moscow 
and was commanded by CPT Robert 
Adams.  “Battery C” was located in 
Lewiston and commanded by CPT 
Gordon I. Shore.  “Service Battery” 
was located in Osburn, Idaho and 
commanded by 1LT Frank Sullivan. 
 
On the On 1 May 1951, all units of 
the 148th FAB were ordered to 
Active Federal Service and 

mobilized at their home stations to 
prepare for rail movement to Camp 
Carson.  Howitzers, Prime Movers 
and Trucks were loaded aboard 
railroad flatcars and all other unit 
equipment was loaded in boxcars.   
 

On May 6, 1951, hundreds of 
Lewiston residents gathered to bid 
farewell to Battery C.  At Coeur 
d’Alene more than a thousand 
people observed the Guard’s 
departure, while at Moscow over 
500 townspeople attended the 
gathering for Battery B.2 
 
Don Scholes lifts Barbara Sidwell 
up to a troop-train so she could 
bid a last-minute farewell to 

Franklin Silverson, a member of 
the Lewiston unit of the 148th 
Field Artillery.3   
 

After the parades and family 
farewells, members of the units 
boarded passenger cars at their home 
stations and proceeded to Ayer 
Junction in Washington State where 
they were formed into a troop train 
for the continued trip to Camp 
Carson, Colorado arriving on 8 May 
1951. 
 

Upon arrival at Camp Carson, the 
“Twenty Fifth Army Band” from 
The Idaho Army National Guard, 
which had been mobilized 
previously, greeted the Battalion.  
The band played  “Here We Have 
Idaho” as the train arrived.  The rest 
of  the   arrival   was   not   quite   as  

enjoyable.  Camp Carson was not ready 
for the Battalion’s arrival.  Barracks 
were not prepared.  There was a 
shortage of beds, blankets and other 
field equipment needed for basic 
training.  Their first meal was served 
outside during a sandstorm.  It took 
several days to get the Battalion into 
permanent quarters and properly 
outfitted. 
 
Also mobilized and sent to Camp Carson 
was the 147th FAB from the South Dakota 
Army National Guard, sister unit to the 
148th.  Both units became part of the 
Fortieth Field Artillery Group 
commanded by COL Edward Strohbein.   
 
Soon after the units arrived at Camp 
Carson, President Truman signed an 
involuntary extension of the order to 
Active Federal Service from 21 months to 
33 months.  This became known as “The 
Truman Year”.  The “Truman Year” was 
later rescinded.  
 
Since many of the National Guard 
members had had no Basic Military 
Training, both the 147th and the 148th 
had to complete Military Basic prior to 
training as Artillery Units.  Since the 
units were not at full strength, filler 
personnel were assigned.  Most of these 
fillers were draftees who had just returned 
from assignments in Korea and were not 
pleased to be taking Basic Training again.  
This training was completed on or about 
30 June 1951.   
 
It has always been customary for National 
Guard units ordered to Federal Service be 
trained and deployed as units.  However, 
the law at that time only required that 
units be kept in tact for a total of four 
months.   
 
Senator Dworshak, Idaho state officials, 
and 148th members tried to retain 
battalion integrity, but Gen A. Lawton 
Collins, Army Chief of Staff, believed 
that allowing the 148th to remain together 
would discriminate against other units 
which had been separated.  General 
Collins also argued that continued 
consolidation of the 148th would  cause  
a  "drastic  slowdown  in  
         (Continued on page 4) 
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them to carry on the vital mission 
which culminated in the repulse of  
the  hostile 

The family had only been in Idaho a 
short time when the Korean Conflict 
began.  Herbert's father encouraged 
him to join the Navy but Herbert's 
reply was "Once a Marine, always a 
Marine."  On 15 September    1950,   
Herbert   was  

 
attack.  His indomitable valor in 
the face of almost certain death 
reflects the highest credit upon Pfc. 
Littleton and the U .S. Naval 
Service.  He gallantly gave his life 
for his country. End of Citation 

 
"He saved my life, he saved his 
radio, and he saved Charley 
Company." 
 

Herbert A Littleton was born July 
1, 1930 in Mena, Arkansas to Paul 
N. and Maude (Lillian) Littleton.  
In 1931 the family moved to 
Spearfish South Dakota and when 
World War II began, the family 
moved to Port Orchard, 
Washington, to work in the 
shipyards. 
 

Herbert attended elementary 
school in East Port Orchard.  The 
family later moved back to South 
Dakota where Herbert attended 
school in Sturgis and played both 
basketball and football.  Later, he 
accepted a job at Electrical 
Appliance Company in Rapid City, 
South Dakota and enlisted in the 
Marine Corps on July 29, 1948, 
shortly after his 18th birthday.  He 
enlisted for one year under the 
Selective Service Act in force at 
the time and was the first marine in 
the Black Hills area to do so.  He 
was Honorably Discharged on 28 
July 1949. 
 

He had blond hair and blue eyes.  
He had previously dropped out of 
high school but after his one year 
in the service, he joined the 
reserves and earned his high 
school diploma.  After his 
discharge, the family moved to 
Nampa Idaho and in June 1950, 
Herbert accepted a job at Mountain 
States Telephone & Telegraph as a 
lineman.   
 

assigned to extended active duty.  
After completing Radio Training at 
Camp Pendleton, California, Herbert 
shipped out to Korea with the Third 
Replacement Draft in December 
1950.  He began serving in South 
and Central Korean Operations on 
December 17, 1950.  Before he 
shipped out, Hal and his girlfriend 
Barbara Sawyer became engaged 
and planned to marry when Herbert 
returned sometime in July or August 
1951. 
 

Then came April 22, 1951.  Charlie 
company was dug in on a barren 
Korean hillside at Chungchon and 
had reason to believe that the enemy 
was near.  The forward observation 
team was sent out in front of the 
main defense perimeter to provide 
early warning.  If an assault did 
come, it would be the job of the 
team to call artillery fire down on 
the attackers. 
 

1st Lt. Donovan, the team leader, 
took the additional precaution of 
sending Pfc. Littleton to a nearby 
hilltop to establish an observation 
post.  If Littleton saw sign of 
movement he was to notify 
Donovan, who would bring the rest 
of the team forward. 
 

The night passed slowly but 
suddenly, there was movement.  
Fellow Marine Corporal Miller:  
"…on the morning of April 22, three 
members of the team and myself 
were aroused by Pfc. Herbert 
Littleton, who was on watch, at 
approximately 1:00 A.M., when the 
company was being assaulted by the 
enemy.  We called for normal 
barrage fire and then moved about 
twenty (20) yards to a better 
observation post.  Pfc. Littleton and 

Lieutenant Donovan were standing by 
the radio adjusting fire while Pfc. 
Hunter and myself were about five (5) 
feet away."6  In the moonlight, the 
radio's antenna was visible.  
 

Lt. Donavon:  "Littleton!" 
"Yes, sir." 
"Take care of that radio." 
"Yes, sir."7 
 
The radio.  A 65-pound piece of 
equipment strapped to the back of a 
member of the Artillery Forward 
Observation Team of Company C, 1st 
Battalion, 7th Marines, 1st Marine 
Division (Reinforced).  The lifeline in 
an emergency.  That team member, Pfc. 
Herbert, 'Herbie' to his friends, 'Hal' to 
his family, Littleton.   
 
Then a small dark object came rolling 
over the top of the hill.  A grenade!  
And the remainder of the team had just 
arrived!   
 
Fellow Marine Corporal Hunter:  
"…Pfc. Herbert Littleton, the radio 
operator, was about six feet from me 
when a grenade came over the top of 
the ridge and rolled into our midst.  He 
without hesitation jumped upon the 
grenade as it blew up."6 
 
Littleton had slipped out of his radio 
harness and taken the full impact of the 
grenade.   It lifted him off the ground 
and tossed him about five yards down 
the hill landing him against a tree. 

 

Commemorative 'Dog Tag' issued as 
part of 50th Anniversary of Korean 
Conflict.8  
 
Corporal Hunters continues:    "…he 
saved the rest of the team and the radio 
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FOOTNOTES:  1 Lewiston Morning Tribune Archives 
2 Orlan J. Svingen, The History Of The Idaho National Guard, Idaho Military 

                  Division, 1995, pg 113 
3Tribune Archives 
4 Svingen, pg 113 
5Ted McDonough Daily News, Moscow, Idaho, May 26, 2001  
6 Marine Corp Archives, Quantico, VA 

7 Father Timothy Mullvany, "These Are Your Sons" 
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Comments or article suggestions are welcome, 
contact us at 422-4841; e-mail us at 
gayle.alvarez@idbois.ang,af,mil or visit our web 
site at: http://inghro.state.id.us/museum 

8 http://korea50.army.mil/               9 Idaho State Historical Society Archives 
 
 
JUST IN CASE  
Have you sent in your renewal for 2002?  Don't forget, donations are tax deductible.  If you aren’t sure what your renewal 
date is, check the address label on your newsletter, it lists the month and year your renewal is due.  Does your employer (or 
previous employer as the case may be) match charitable contributions?  Some do, it's worth asking them about it! 
 

 

IDAHO MILITARY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
4040 W. Guard Street, 

Boise, Idaho  83705-5004 
Donation/Membership Application/Renewal Form 

YES!  Please enter my tax deductible membership application/renewal in the category checked below.  I have enclosed a check or money order in the 
amount indicated.  (The IMHS is a 501(c)3 organization.) 
INDIVIDUAL: 

 $  25 [   ] General $ 375 [   ] Lifetime $  10  [   ] Student 
 $  10 [   ] Associate (Members Spouse) $  15 [   ] Senior (60+)  

ORGANIZATIONAL: 
 $ 500 [   ] Platinum $ 100 [   ] Silver 
 $ 250 [   ] Gold $  50 [   ] Bronze 

OTHER:  (Endowment, Contributions, etc.) 
 
$       

 
FOR: 

 
TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED: 

 
$ 

 
Name:                                                                                                                  Phone: 
 
Address: (City, State, Zip) 
 
Interests:  (Volunteering, Research, Displays, etc.)   E-Mail Address: 

 
 

 

   Idaho Military Historical Society 
   4040 W. Guard 
   Boise, ID  83705-5004 

   Heroic Past…Proud Future 
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http://inghro.state.id.us/museum/
http://korea50.army.mil/
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